
 
 

 

MINUTES 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2018 

 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETING ROOM 

2ND FLOOR, HONOLULU HALE 
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813 

  
Note: A copy of the video of the full proceedings of this meeting may be requested by 
calling the City Clerk’s Office at 768-5822. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The regular meeting of the Committee on Executive Matters and Legal Affairs was 
called to order by Committee Chair Ron Menor at 1:06 p.m.  Voting Members Anderson, 
Elefante, Fukunaga, Kobayashi, Martin, and Ozawa were present at the meeting.  
Voting Members Manahan and Pine were excused. 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
 
Corinne Gallardo-Mata, Senior Advisor to Committee Chair Menor 
Anthony Valdez, Attorney, Office of Council Services 
Denisse Gee, Analyst, Office of Council Services  
Amy Kondo, Deputy Corporation Counsel, Department of the Corporation Counsel, 

assigned to the Committee  
Jess Myers, Assistant Council Committee Aide, Office of the City Clerk 
 
Prior to the commencement of the Order of Business, Committee Chair Menor 
announced that Agenda Item 3 – Resolution 18-267 – was cancelled. 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the October 16, 2018 meeting of the Committee on Executive Matters 
and Legal Affairs were approved as circulated. 
 
AYES: ANDERSON, ELEFANTE, FUKUNAGA, KOBAYASHI, MARTIN, OZAWA, 

MENOR – 7.  
NOES: None. 
EXCUSED: MANAHAN, PINE – 2. 
 
SUNSHINE ITEM 
 
Committee Chair Menor requested that Resolution 18-276 relating to the Federal 
Communications Commissions proposed rules on the regulation of the local cable 
television franchising process be added to the agenda. Pursuant to HRS, Section 92-7, 
the Sunshine Law.  Committee member Fukunaga motioned and it was seconded by 
Committee Member Elefante to add Resolution 18-276 to the agenda, with no 
objections from 7 members present. 
 
Committee Member Fukunaga briefly explained the necessity of the measure to be 
included on the agenda. 
 
Committee Chair Menor continued with the remaining agenda items noting 
Resolution 18-276 would be heard after Agenda Item 2. 
 
FOR ACTION 
 
1. RESOLUTION 18-261 – COMMITTEE REPORT 385 
 
 GIFT FROM THE SEOUL METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT.  Accepting a gift 
 valued at $2,069.80 from the Seoul Metropolitan Government.   
 

Administration/Others 
 
Carolee C. Kubo, Director, Department of Human Resources 
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Director Kubo provided a brief explanation of the gift stating she has been selected by 
the Mayor to represent him at the conference.  This gift would be a refund for her 
accommodations and airfare. 
 

The following individual testified: 
  
1. Arvid Youngquist (support) 
 
Committee Chair Menor recommended that the Resolution be reported out for 
adoption. 
 
Resolution 18-261 reported out for adoption. 
 
AYES: ANDERSON, ELEFANTE, FUKUNAGA, KOBAYASHI, MARTIN, 

OZAWA, MENOR – 7. 
NOES: None. 

 EXCUSED: MANAHAN, PINE – 2. 
 
2. RESOLUTION 18-224 – COMMITTEE REPORT 386 
 

 EQUAL MINIMUM WAGE FOR WORKERS WITH DISABILITIES.  Urging the 
United States Congress to repeal the provisions of the Fair Labor Standards Act 
that permit employers to pay workers with disabilities less than the federal 
minimum wage. 

 
 Administration/Others 
  
 Carolee C. Kubo, Director, Department of Human Resources 
 

 In response to Committee Members’ questions Director Kubo provided the 
following information: 

 

 A brief overview of the Administration’s testimony as detailed in 
Communication D-753. 

 

 Forcing employers to pay minimum wage to disabled individuals who are 
not able to perform at the same level as a regular employee may result in 
them not being hired.  

 

 Employers would have to get an exception from the Department of Labor 
to pay sub-minimum wages. 
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 The following individual testified: 
 
 1. Arvid Youngquist (support) 
 
 Committee Member Kobayashi expressed concern for the three companies on 

Oahu that would permanently lose Grant-in-Aid funding.  She stated these 
companies provide good training services for disabled individuals. 

 
 Chair Martin noted the constituency group in support of the measure was 

amenable to removing the Grant-in-Aid restriction.    
 
 Committee Chair Menor stated that by removing the third Be It Further Resolved 

clause, Lanakila Pacific and all other Grant-In-Aid recipients would be exempt.  
He recommended that Resolution 18-224 be amended to a CD1 and reported out 
for adoption. 
 
Resolution 18-224 amended to CD1 and reported out for adoption. 
 
CD1 to Resolution 18-224, (Submitted by Councilmember Menor) – The 
CD1(OCS2O18-1137/11/29/2018 8:41 AM) makes the following amendments: 

 
A.  Deletes the third BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED clause which would have 
 mandated the Council to permanently discontinue the giving of 
 Grant-in-Aid funding to all entities holding special wage certificates that 
 allow the payment of subminimum wages to workers with disabilities. 
 Makes conforming amendments. 

 
B. Makes changes to comport with current drafting conventions. 

 
C.  Makes miscellaneous technical and nonsubstantive amendments for 
 conformity purposes. 
 
AYES: ANDERSON, ELEFANTE, FUKUNAGA, KOBAYASHI, MARTIN, 

OZAWA, MENOR - 7. 
NOES: None. 

 EXCUSED: MANAHAN, PINE – 2. 
 
3. RESOLUTION 18-267 
  
 This item was cancelled. 
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SUNSHINE ITEM 
 
 RESOLUTION 18-276 – COMMITTEE REPORT 387 
 
 OPPOSING THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION’S PROPOSED 

RULES ON THE REGULATION OF THE LOCAL CABLE TELEVISION 
FRANCHISING PROCESS.  Opposing the Federal Communications 
Commission’s Second Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking under MB Docket 
No. 05-311, and its tentative conclusion that cable-related in-kind contributions 
are franchise fees. 

 
 Committee Chair Menor expressed concern with the Federal Communications 

Commission’s (FCC) proposed rules, noting that the adoption of the rules would 
significantly limit the ability of the cable companies to provide Public, 
Educational, and Governmental (PEG) access and the Institutional Network 
(INET) connections that enable OLELO to provide coverage of City Council and 
the legislative proceedings that benefit the public. 

 
 The following individuals testified: 
 
 1. Jack Bates, Olelo Community Media(support) 
 2. Arvid Youngquist(support) 
 
 In response to Committee Members’ questions, Mr. Bates provided the following 

information: 
 

 He expressed appreciation towards Committee Member Fukunaga and 
 the Council for taking up the measure.  The FCC’s proposed rules could 
 potentially end the existence of OLELO.  It is a threat to PEG programs 
 across the nation. 

 

 There are two or three organizations acting on behalf of OLELO in 
Washington. OLELO communicates to its clients through these 
organizations to generate pressure from the community on 
representatives in Washington to speak further to the FCC. 

 

 Cable companies have not been appreciative towards mandatory PEG 
access programs.    
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 Committee Member Fukunaga stated that under the current administration, the 

FCC has taken a much more liberal perspective with respect to the rights of 
corporate interests that control our broadcast and other networks. The FCC’s 
proposed rules would dramatically reduce community access and direct 
legislative communication.  

 
 Committee Chair Menor recommended that the Resolution be reported out for 

adoption. 
 
Resolution 18-276 reported out for adoption. 
 
AYES: ANDERSON, ELEFANTE, FUKUNAGA, KOBAYASHI, MARTIN, 

PINE, MENOR – 7. 
NOES: None. 
EXCUSED: MANAHAN, OZAWA – 2. 

  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 
Before convening into Executive Session, the Committee Chair called for public 
testimony on Agenda Item 5 as posted on the agenda.  At 1:37 p.m., with no testifiers 
and with no objections from the seven members present (Anderson, Elefante, 
Fukunaga, Kobayashi, Martin, Ozawa, Menor – 7), the Committee resolved into a 
closed meeting pursuant to Hawaii Revised Statutes Sections 92-4 and 92-5(a)(4), to 
consult with the attorneys for the Council’s Committee on Executive Matters and Legal 
Affairs on questions and issues pertaining to claims and other matters on the Council’s 
powers, duties, privileges, immunities and/or liabilities. 
 
MEETING RESUMED IN OPEN SESSION 
 
At 1:52 p.m., with seven members present (Anderson, Elefante, Fukunaga, Kobayashi, 
Martin, Ozawa, Menor) the Committee resumed the meeting in open session. 
 
4. COMMITTEE REPORT 389 
 
 Request for authorization to settle a case against the City and County of 

Honolulu entitled Cindy Masako Kamikawa, as personal representative of the 
Estate of Jon Kamikawa v. City and County of Honolulu, et al., 
Civil No.16-1-0292-02 VLC (First Circuit Court) 
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Committee Report 389 reported out for adoption. 
 
AYES:  ANDERSON, ELEFANTE, FUKUNAGA, KOBAYASHI, MARTIN, 

 OZAWA, MENOR – 7. 
NOES: None. 
EXCUSED: MANAHAN, PINE – 2. 
 

5. RESOLUTION 18-279 – COMMITTEE REPORT 388 
 

Resolution to request additional funds for Contract No. SC-COR-1800081 to 
continue the services of McCorriston Miller Mukai MacKinnon LLP, as Special 
Deputy Corporation Counsel to represent the City and County of Honolulu in a 
legal action entitled Clifford Mcarthur Rigsbee as Personal Representative of the 
Estate of Clifford Meredith Rigsbee, Deceased v. the City and County of 
Honolulu, Civ. 17-00532 HG-KSC. 

 
Resolution 18-279 reported out for adoption. 

 
AYES:  ANDERSON, ELEFANTE, FUKUNAGA, KOBAYASHI, MARTIN, 

 OZAWA, MENOR – 7. 
NOES: None. 
EXCUSED: MANAHAN, PINE – 2. 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:53 p.m. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 

GLEN I. TAKAHASHI 
       City Clerk 
 
jm 
 
DATE APPROVED 
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